




Cover:

Willem II and his bride Maria Stuart

Oil painting by Anthony van Dyck, 1641

Provenance: Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam

The boy is fourteen and the girl only nine. William’s father, Frederick 

Henry, commissioned the celebrated Flemish painter Van Dyck to 

portray the young Dutch prince and English princess on the occasion 

of their marriage in London. The union with the daughter of the 

English king enhanced the status of the House of Orange. On her 

gown, Mary wears a gift from William, a large diamond brooch.



Amsterdam,
world famous for...

The V.O.C., Dutch East India Company

The liberal politics and the freedom of religion

Home of famous painters and philosophers

Birthplace of the oldest Diamond Bourse in the World.

The V.O.C. (1602) was the first company to issue stocks and it is 
considered to be the first multinational corporation in the world. 
The V.O.C. held quasi-governmental powers,
including the ability to wage war, strike its own coins 
and establish colonies.

have led to an inflow of skilled craftsmen, traders, etc.

like Rembrandt and Spinoza.

City of diamonds anno 1726.



The publishers were unfortunately unable to contact the copyright 

holders of all the pictures in the book. Those who have not been 

contacted are therefore asked to get in touch with the Amsterdam 

Diamond Bourse.



FOREWORD

September 17th, 1890: the day the Vereniging Beurs 

voor den Diamanthandel (The Amsterdam Diamond 

Exchange) offi cially came into being. It would serve 

as a model for many exchanges established in other 

countries. That was 125 years ago. Since then there 

have been many ups and downs. In particular the 

Second World War has left deep scars: the diamond 

workers population, mainly consisting of Jews, was 

decimated during this dark period, and Amsterdam 

was forced to relinquish its previously unquestioned 

title as the Diamond Centre of the World. 

Nevertheless, after 125 years the Amsterdam Diamond 

Exchange is still considered to be the cradle of organized 

diamond trading. The association is as strong as ever 

and its future is assured – especially thanks to the 

skills and the know-how we have inherited and that 

are universally recognized and respected.

Think of Amsterdam and you will think of diamonds!

Ed L. Blik

Chairman ”Beurs voor den Diamanthandel”
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16TH CENTURY

On November 15th, 1586 a man walked into the 

City Hall of Amsterdam and asked the clerk for 

a marriage certifi cate. There was nothing special 

about this request and when the clerk asked 

him for his name and profession, he answered 

that his name was Willem Vermaet and that he 

was a diamond polisher.

The good man never knew that hundreds of 

years later his name would be well-known in 

the Amsterdam diamond world. Almost 400 years 

elapsed before Willem Vermaet’s marriage 

certifi cate was discovered; just in time to serve 

as a perfect excuse for the celebration of ‘Am-

sterdam – 400 years City of Diamonds’.
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Eleonora di Toledo married to 

Cosimo I de Medici by Agnolo 

Bronzino (1545). She wears 

a rope of pearls with a large 

table-cut diamond pendant.





However, the diamond industry already began 

before 1586. Diamonds were polished in Am-

sterdam much earlier. The diamond industry 

received a boost when in the 16th century re-

ligious intolerance caused Protestant diamond 

cutters to move from Antwerp to Amsterdam. 

When Portugal came under the Spanish Crown in 

1580, the Inquisition was introduced there too. To 

escape its terrors, a great portion of the Spanish 

and Portuguese Jewish community of wealthy 

traders fl ed to Amsterdam where, among other 

things, they obtained prominent positions in the 

diamond trade.

Betrothal certifi cate of Willem 

Vermaet, November 15th, 1586.

The certifi cate was cancelled 

some time later when Willem 

Vermaet refused to marry 

his bride-to-be Trijntgen 

Hermansdochter.
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17TH CENTURY

To escape pogroms, East-European Jews fl ed to 

Amsterdam in 1618. The city was famous for 

its tolerant and liberal policy. Contrary to the 

generally well-to-do Sephardic Jews, these 

refugees were extremely poor. Because of the

guild system, which is comparable to the 

mediaeval trade union structure, they were 

excluded from many professions. This was not 

the case for the diamond industry and many of 

them made a living as diamond polishers. It took 

about three till fi ve years to master the skills of an 

all round master diamond cutter.

In the 17th century Amsterdam was the leading 

trade centre of the world. The city also had a near 

monopoly on the diamond industry and diamond 

trade.

Hundreds of women 

worked in the diamond 

industry.
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The sale announcement for the upcoming auction on August 26th, 

1778 of the estate of Henry Coenraad Sander. The diamond of 58 

grains (14,50 carats) was auctioned for 17,500 Dutch guilders. 

Nowadays approximately 200,000 Dollar.



Overhead, bottom, rear and 

front view of a diamond from an 

old Indian mine.

This stone of ‘779 grain Dutch’ was owned by Gregorio 

Saffraz of the Gogia Minazian family. He was born in 

Ispahan Jutfa and lived and worked in Amsterdam.

Auction announcement to take place on April 10th, 1710 

of a collection of jewels and individual diamonds from 

the estate of Wouter Valkenier. He was a director of 

the Dutch East India Company ‘V.O.C.’ 

and left a fortune in diamonds 

and jewels.

14



15

Four engravings showing 

various diamond utensils 

and rare diamond shapes.





18TH CENTURY

Large quantities of diamonds were discovered in 

Brazil in 1725.

The story goes that gold diggers were playing 

cards in the shade, using glistening stones as 

chips. The Portuguese monk Sebastino Leme do 

Prado watched how they played their game. He 

had seen the same glistening stones in Goa, 

India. They were rough diamonds. The King 

of Portugal had these stones shipped to 

Amsterdam in order to have them examined. 

He had a reason to do so: our polishers were 

famous all over the world for their perfection. 

They supplied true and unequalled master-

pieces. Amsterdam had become a synonym for 

diamonds and extraordinary craftsmanship.

The new diamond fi elds 

in Brazil were mainly 

worked by slaves.
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Cluster diamond Man’s ring set in silver, approx. 1725 - 1750.

The top of the ring is set with an oval rose cut diamond, in a bezel setting and on foil. It is surrounded 

by rose cut diamonds, fi tted to a basis that leads to a narrow shank, the shoulders being set with 

rose-cut diamonds with larger rose diamonds in between. The inner ring is made of red gold.

Central diamond: approx. 4,80 carats and the total weight of the smaller diamonds: approx. 0,70 carats. 

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam
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In 1726, the Dutch consul in Lisbon succeeded 

in securing a contract which gave Amsterdam 

monopoly rights to import and polish Brazilian 

diamonds.

The famous banking house of Hope & 

Co. fi nanced the production.

The origin of the name ‘Amsterdam 

City of Diamonds’ is much older than 

is often thought. It dates from 1726, 

when the Netherlands gained the 

monopoly on the Brazilian diamond 

production.

Portrait of the famous Amsterdam 

banker Henry Hope by Charlew 

Howard Hodges (1788).
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Correspondence related to 

the diamond trade dated 

January 11th, 1734, 

March 10th, 1727 

and  July 20th 1766.
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Correspondence related to 

the diamond trade dated 

May 1731, 

September 1735 

and January 23rd, 1727.
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Steam driven diamond factory of the Diamantslijperij Maatschappij in the 

Zwanenburgerstraat in Amsterdam (approx. 1850).
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19th century

At the end of the 18th and the beginning of 

the 19th century several important changes 

took place in the diamond industry. The cottage 

industry gradually gave way to work in factories. 

Women provided cheap labour. They set the 

large wheels in motion that drove the polishing 

disks. After some time they were replaced by 

horses, which were even cheaper. They in their 

turn disappeared from the factories with the 

introduction of the steam engine. 

Halfway the 19th century the diamond production 

in Brazil decreased, which resulted in a decline 

in employment in the diamond industry.
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Interior of the Coster diamond factory. 

The Royal Decree and Assent of King WILLIAM III 

on the foundation of the ‘Vereniging Beurs voor 

den Diamanthandel’ on September 17th, 1890.

Weekly newspaper of the Central Diamond Trade Association, Est. 1881. It ceased 

to exist after the Beurs voor den Diamanthandel was founded in 1890.

The By-Laws 

and Inner 

Rules of the 

Amsterdam 

Diamond 

Bourse.
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After the South African diamond discoveries, large 

quantities of rough diamonds reached Europe. 

Amsterdam was the main importer in the early 

years. “… diamond cutters making so much 

money at that time that they spent Mondays re-

covering from the weekends, and arrived at work 

on Tuesdays wearing silk hats and riding in horse-

drawn traps”. (Hans Wins)

In 1890 the Vereniging Beurs voor den Diamant- 

handel was founded. It is often referred to as the 

mother of the diamond bourses.
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Building where diamond traders met. 

Due to the rapidly growing diamond business 

the trading room became too small. 

A new building was needed. Architect Gerrit van 

Arkel was commissioned to design a diamond 

exchange building.
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The Dutch Government Gazette (‘Nederlandsche Staats-Courant’) 

of February 26th, 1895, in which a Royal Decree and Assent is 

published on the changed articles of association of the 

‘Vereniging Beurs voor den Diamanthandel’ as of February 9th, 

1895.

Announcement of the Dutch Ministry of Justice that the Royal 

Decree of February 9th, 1895, has been sent to the Diamond 

Bourse.

The Royal Decree on the amendment to the articles of association, 

signed by Emma, regent of the Kingdom for Wilhelmina, Queen of 

the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
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Start of foundation work for the construction of the new 

Diamond Bourse building at the Weesperplein in 1910.

Example how around 1800 a heavy wooden wheel was set in 

motion by means of a crankshaft (1906).

Part of the buildings that were 

bought by the Vereniging to 

make way for the new Diamond 

Bourse building.
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20th century

In 1907 Amsterdam took the lead in establishing 

the International Federation of Diamond Bourses, 

which after World War II became the World Fed-

eration of Diamond Bourses. At the start, four 

bourses were included in this alliance; the two 

Antwerp exchanges, the one in Paris and the 

Amsterdam bourse.

In 1911, the ‘Vereniging Beurs voor den Diamant- 

handel’ took the new building at the Weesper-

plein in use.

Henri Polak: ‘The Bourse now has its own 

beautiful and spacious building, located on the 

square and the canal. This improvement from 

an architectural perspective is a symbol for the 

improvement of the Bourse in a commercial 

sense. For the Exchange, which was previously 

disparaged and considered to be insignifi cant by 

powerful men, has gradually developed into an 

important factor within the diamond industry. It 

has become, so to say, the mother organization of 

signifi cant associations of traders and agents.’ 
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Designs for the new Diamond Bourse by architect G. van Arkel.
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The construction of the Trading Floor.

One of tile panels on the ground fl oor of 

the diamond exchange.



The laying of the foundation stone on December 

12th, 1910 by the mayor of Amsterdam.

Certifi cate of Remembrance

of the laying of the 

foundation stone.
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Members of the Diamond 

Exchange at the opening 

session.

Preparations for the 

offi cial opening.

The inauguration of the new 

Bourse. Board and committee 

at the opening ceremony.
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Trading fl oor with modifi ed lighting. Later on the trading fl oor 

was completely modernized with a lower ceiling.

Certifi cate from 1911, issued by Incasso Bank, 

in which it is stated that the bank has offered 

the furniture and the paneling of the 

Board Room.
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The Queen-Widow Emma 

visits the new Bourse on 

May 3rd, 1912.

A barometer presented to the 

Board of Directors on the occasion 

of the offi cial opening of the new 

building by J.D. Davids & Sons.
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The Trading Floor with a space 

of 52 by 17 meters.





18 September 1911 - 

Statue of a miner, offered 

on the occasion of the 

inauguration of the new 

Bourse by the Antwerp 

‘Beurs voor Diamanthandel’.
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In 1914, refugees from the 

Belgian diamond industry 

were welcomed in the Bourse 

building on the fi rst fl oor of the 

Diamond Exchange.

40



41

Bond issued by the Amsterdam 

Diamond Exchange in 1913.

Interior of the diamond factory

”De Overtoom”, exploited by

J.G.N. Eweg & Co (1917). 



Eight year old Samuel Herman Rzeschewki (1911-1992), 

American Grand Master of Chess during a simultaneous 

game at the Amsterdam Diamond Exchange (1920).
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Diamond polishers and goldsmiths in 

the factory of Henri Wolf (1919).
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Year-Book 1920, containing 

information for diamond 

dealers, diamond cutters 

etc.

Diamond traders on the Trading Floor (1936).



The Diamond Weekly of the ‘Beurs voor 

den Diamanthandel’, fi rst published in 1917.
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Until the outbreak of World War II, the Amster-

dam Diamond Bourse was the biggest in the 

world. Of circa 1,000 bourse members no more 

than 110 members survived, and of around 

5,000 diamond cutters only 800 survived the 

Holocaust.
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Memorial tablet in the 

Diamond Exchange: 

“In memory of those who fell 

victim to the Nazi barbarity 

during the occupation 

1940 - 1945”.





“A story is told about an act of quiet resistance 

during the dark days of the Nazi rule in Europe 

which demonstrates not only the human spirit 

during a time of terrible suffering, but also the 

special bond that exists between diamantaires 

and the heart of the diamond bourse. Soon 

after Hitler’s armies invaded the Netherlands, 

they set up a Diamond Control Offi ce, the 

ultimate aim of which was to take possession

of the Amsterdam diamond industry. Periodic 

raids were carried out, during which diaman-

taires were victimized and deported and their 

merchandise confi scated. It was during one of 

those raids at the Amsterdam bourse that, when 

the Germans forces arrived at the bourse’s en-

trance, a waiter quickly passed around coffee 

to the members sitting in the canteen. They all 

dropped their stones into the dark liquid, and 

the waiter collected the cups. After the soldiers 

had left, the waiter returned the tray of cups 

and the diamond dealers retrieved their stones.”

Announcement in the Government 

Gazette (Staatscourant) from 1940 

that a State Bureau for Diamonds 

is established, where everyone 

working in the diamond industry 

and trade must register.
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The stocks of goods were ultimately robbed in 

1944, but many Jewish fi rms had already been 

forced before, under threat, to hand over their 

diamond stocks to the Germans.

This was how the diamond industry stood in 

September 1945 when the fi rst rough diamonds 

could again be purchased for cutting. The fi rst 

task was to instruct and train younger hands. At 

the start of the recovery there were only 800 

workers left, whose average age was abnormal-

ly high. Five years after the war the number of 

hands had grown again to 2,500.
Body search of Jewish diamond 

traders at the Diamond Exchange, 

in the presence also of detective 

Willem Klarenbeek. Jewish diamond 

traders had been summoned to hand 

in the diamonds that had been 

registered in the past 18 months at 

the State Bureau for Diamonds on April 

16th, 1942. On April 17th they were 

checked for any diamonds and forced 

to hand them in. The diamond traders 

are drawn up in lines, waiting to be 

body checked.
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On August 18th, 1947 refound diamonds are examined by 

Mr. J. Jolles, next to him is Minister Huysmans. American occupying 

authorities in Germany return millions worth of diamonds to the 

Bank of Amsterdam, to-day better known as the ABN Amro bank.

Large quantities of diamonds, stolen by the Germans during the 

Second World War, have been returned thanks to the efforts of the 

American authorities in Germany.

The boxes with diamonds are stowed away in the safes of the 

Amsterdam Bank.
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After the Second World War, Amsterdam could not restore its 

former position as city of diamonds. The building nowadays houses 

the Amsterdam municipal environmental service.
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In 1947 the board of directors offered 

the trade union of diamond workers the 

opportunity to organize a meeting in the 

Diamond Bourse.



Unveiling of the monument of Jewish Gratitude by mayor d’Ailly 

of Amsterdam on February 23rd, 1950. This monument by Johan 

Gustaaf Wertheim is dedicated to the citizens of Amsterdam for 

their help to the Jewish community during WW II.

The monument was originally placed at the Weesperplein, in front 

of the Diamond Bourse.

After several main roads had been scaled up, the monument was 

moved towards the Waterlooplein in 1968. The monument is now 

closer to the former synagogues and the old Jewish quarter.

This monument is also popularly known 

as the ‘Wertheim Monument’. 
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Entrance to the safe deposit room.Part of the interior of the safe deposit room.
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In 1951 the Communist Party of the Netherlands (CPN) got permission to use the Trading Floor for their annual meeting.
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The future was looking bright, until a long strike 

broke out in 1955. If the impossible demands 

of the trade unions of higher wages and short-

er working hours were met, the competitive 

position of the Netherlands compared to Belgium 

and Israel would deteriorate further. Many manu- 

facturers decided to move their production to 

Antwerp and Israel. It became clear that only 

the polishing of larger diamonds remained pro-

fi table. And this is how the trade union brought 

the recovering polishing industry the fi nal blow. 

Despite the drop in production, trade fl ourished. 

The import grew and many Amsterdam based 

diamond dealers opened offi ces in the most im-

portant market locations.
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Standing in line for the Diamond 

Exhibition at the Bourse.

Posters and catalog of the 

Diamond Exhibition in 1949 

and 1957.
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In 1952, Jannie Roselaar-à Cohen Treves (De-

cember 9th, 1895 – December 12th, 1995) 

was the fi rst woman in the world to become a 

member of our bourse, who was an active and 

inspiring member.

To promote the more than 200 years old world 

famous slogan ‘Amsterdam City of Diamonds’ a 

diamond exhibition was organized in 1949, at-

tracting a for those years amazing number of 

over 100,000 visitors.
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A big fi re broke out during the extremely 

severe Winter of 1956. The top fl oor was 

completely destroyed.

New top fl oor design as well as a visable rebuilt of the arc shape 

window frames on the fi rst fl oor to reduce the height of the Trading 

Floor ceiling.
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The rebuilt Trading Floor after the fi re.
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Eight years later, in 1957, the Amsterdam Bourse 

organized again a diamond exhibition. This time 

in the ’Apollo Hal’.

Inhabitants of Amsterdam celebrating that year 

their Diamond Wedding (60 years of marriage) 

were presented with a diamond.





Princess Beatrix, the later Queen of the 

Netherlands and her husband Prince 

Claus arrive at the opening of the 

1975 World Diamond Congress held in 

Amsterdam.
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Blue ground with a rough diamond. Presented by the Diamond 

Club of South Africa and the Master Diamond Cutters Association of 

South Africa on the occasion of the World Diamond Congress held 

in Amsterdam, 20 – 22 May 1975.
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Commemorative medal struck in 

1986 by the Dutch Royal Mint 

on the occasion of the 400th 

anniversary of the fi rst offi cial 

recording of the profession of 

diamond cutter in 1586.

Poster stamp designed on the occasion of 

the 90th anniversary of the Diamond Bourse (1980).

Poster of the diamond 

exhibition (1986).

400 Years (1586 - 1986) 

Amsterdam City 

of Diamonds.





The Board Room in the new Bourse.

The table, chairs and clock date 

from 1910.
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The new Amsterdam Diamond 

Bourse since 1989.





Nameplates with paintings of 

famous Dutch masters, used at 

one of the dinner parties during 

the Presidents’ Meeting in 2007.

21st century

In 2007 the Amsterdam Diamond Bourse 

hosted the biennial Presidents’ Meeting 

of the WFDB and IDMA.

’On July 5, 1947, a small group of diamantaires 

gathered on the premises of the ’Diamond Club 

van Antwerpen’ that would 

change the very face of the 

international diamond trade.

Their mission was to create 

an international union of 

diamond exchanges, called 

the ’World Federation of 

Diamond Bourses’ (WFDB). We 

should remember that the WFDB 

was in some respects a reincar-

nation of a body formed exactly 

a century ago, in 1907, called 

the ’International Federation of 

Diamond Bourses’.’

Ernest Blom, WFDB President on the occasion of 

the Presidents’ Meeting in Amsterdam in 2007.
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Lunch during the Presidents’ 

Meeting.

Speech of the Mayor of 

Amsterdam, Mr. J. Cohen.

Mr. Ernie Blom, President of

the World Federation of 

Diamond Bourses, during the 

opening session.



...a diamond is forever!








